


WHAT 
HAPPENED 
TO YOUR 


DID 
YOU FALL 


OR DID 
SOMEONE 
HIT You? 






















CAN I 
CALLTHE <*""" 
POLICE ON 
YOUR 
BEHALF? 


TAKE CARE 
OF THAT 
BRUISE. 





TO THINK 
THERE ARE STILL 
HOUSEHOLDS 
LIKE THAT 
NOWADAYS... 














JUST 
LOOK 
AT THE 
PITIFUL 







TO BE HONEST, 

I THINK YOU 
HAVE EVERY RIGHT 
TO DISPARAGE 
YOUR FATHER AS 
MUCH AS YOU 
WANT. 





USUALLY 
HE'S MUCH 
MORE 
COMPOSED. 


I WASN'T 
IT'S BETTER \ THE ONLY 
NOT TO TALK ONE WHO 
ABOUT NICK, GOT HIT. 















WHY DID 
HE HIT 
YOU IN 
THE FIRST 
PLACE? 





..- BECAUSE 
I MET WITH 
YOu? 















YES. HE'S 
THE TYPE OF 
PERSON THAT 

CANNOT STAND 

NOT HAVING 
EVERYTHING 


HE 
ALREADY 
KNOWS 
THAT 
MUCH? 


UNDER A STRICT 





So Theo takes 
after his father 
after all? 


Should | be relieved 
that Mr.Thompson 
didn't come to berate 


aren? | must look ike 


a complete SCUM... 


UNTIL 
RECENTLY, 


I THOUGHT 
I'D BE 
FINE AS 
LONG AS 
I BEHAVE 
PROPERLY. 





I KIND OF 
UNDERSTAND 
WHY HE GREW 
UP TO HAVE 
SUCH A LOW 
SELF-ESTEEM. 


.- LT'S NOT 
HIS FAULT 
AS THE 
VICTIM. 












The idea that 
he cannot be loved 
if he doesn't obey 
was repeatedly 
hammered into 
his head. 










He must've put 
an enormous 
effort into 
becoming the 
perfect son, 





Even though 
there's no 
such thing... 














wAsa 
‘perfect child’, 


That he's been : ; It's great 
able to pull _ Z to see, 
himself out of _—, 
that mindset, 
but... 


THINGS 
RARELY GO 
WELL THAT 

EASILY. 





NICK 
MUST'VE 
HAD IT THE 
SAME... 


He's 
definitely not 
as vicious 
as Nick made 
him out to be. 
And when he 
becomes more 
sociable, I'm 
certain he'll 
mature as a 


Then I'll 
end up in the 
same situation 

as before. 


eventually, 
Theo will... 





LET'S PUTA 


STOP TO THIS 
AFTER ALL... 





JUST 
GO HOME 
AND STOP 
COMING 
HERE. 


I MEANT 
WHAT T 


SORRY FOR 
WAFFLING 
SO MUCH. 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
SAYING 


$0 
SUDDENLY? 


SHOULD 
HAVE TOLD 
you 
SOONER. 









eee l'M 
REALLY 
SORRY. 











SHOULDN'T 
YOU ALREADY 
KNOW HOW IT 

FEELS TO 

HEAR A 

ONE-SIDED 

DECISION LIKE 
THAT? 


DON'T 
IGETA 
SAY IN ANY 
OF THIS? 










WHAT 
DOES 
THAT 
EVEN 
MEAN!? 


YOU'RE 
OVERTHINKING 
AND JUMPING 

TO CONCLUSIONS 
ALL ON YOUR 


JUST 00 
AS I SAY! 





YOU'RE 
MAKING AN 
ABOUT-TURN 
IN A SPAN 
OF ONE 
EVENING? 

















YOU'RE... 





| guess 
you wouldn't 
be convinced 
by a trite 
text like... 





‘You're 
going to meet 
someone 
better’. 


And 
that's not 
even the 
issue here. 





SOONER 
OR LATER... 








.-e YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
LEAVE 
ME, 


I DON'T 
WANT TO BE 
ABANDONED 
EVER AGAIN. 





Let's break 
2 Saadeh! Before all my it off 
whatever goo had traits... we're sti 
you see in me. not too deep 


in this affair, 






YOU'RE 
THE FIRST 
PERSON 
I'VE EVER 
FELT THIS 
WAY 
ABOUT... 












«AN EASY 
THING FOR 
ANYONE TO 
SAY... 










EVER LEAVE 
you. 


DESPITE 
YEARS OF 
WATCHING 


| NEVER CAME 
TO FULLY 
UNDERSTAND 
HIM. 





TLL 
ALWAYS 





Ah, he 
really is 


How else could he young. 


claim his feelings will 
never change with a 
Of course straight face. 


that's impossible. 


That he 
loves me as 
lam now, 


And will / if \° 
keep loving 
me always... 7 


; i’, me, 


The truth 
is... 


| really’ 

wanted to 

‘hear him 
say that. 





Tw 


SS 
SX 


Miiyy 


y, 


| know that. 
| know that 
and yet, 


i 
ist 




















ae But the 

truth is, 

Mees You need 
And me, 


iis 


You let 
me believe... 
That I'm still the ‘Mle 


one to have a 
‘choice’ in all this. : 











oe 








| need 
you, Theo. 


